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On Passion 99.5FM. Music that transports you to
different worlds. Programmes that open new realms
in you. Travel to places you never knew existed and
find out everything you've ever wanted to know about
the arts but never asked. Listen to the hot beats of
Latin America and Africa to the traditional sounds of
Asia. Keep in sync with the buzz of the arts community
and learn the finer points in music and the arts. It's

about rich sounds, inspiring people and a bigger world.

It"s a station
like no other!

A Station of the National Arts Council

Transmission hours from 11.00am to 11.00pm daily.
For advertising or programme sponsorship,

call tel: 371 7828 / 270 0722 or fax: 273 6880

Web site: www.nac.gov.sg

Passion 99.5FM
460 Alexandra Road
#35-00 PSA Building, Singapore 119963

chairman’s message

Welcome to the new-look
Singapore Arts Festival!

Launched this year, the annual
Festival takes on a more distinctive
profile as an international arts
festival with a strong Asian flavour
as it combines the former Festival
of Arts and Festival of Asian
Performing Arts. To project a fresh
identity, a new and permanent logo
has been created. The change is
timely as the Festival is also one
of Singapore's official millennium
celebration events.

The 1999 Singapore Arts Festival
brings you a dazzling array of over
400 performances of dance, music
and theatre, presented by some

100 local and international groups in
both the fringe and core programmes.
More than half of the performing
groups are Asian-based.

The success of the Festival involves
the efforts of many.

To our sponsors, corporations and
the business community, our heartfelt
thanks for your visionary financial
support and the sustained commitment
which enables the Festival to grow
from strength to strength.

To our audiences, we thank you
for your support.

We hope you enjoy the show.

/
LIU THAI KER
CHAIRMAN

NATIONAL ARTS COUNCIL
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company profile

Founded in 1986, The Theatre
Practice (TTP) is Singapore's first
bilingual theatre company. It is an
offshoot of the Practice Performing
Arts School set up in 1965 by
choreographer Goh Lay Kuan and
theatre practitioner Kuo Pao Kun.

While its productions have featured
the best from world theatre
(Brecht's Caucasian Chalk
Circle, Hansberry's A Raisin
in the Sun, Fugara's The
Island. Frischvs The Fire
Raisers and cao Yu's The
Savage Land), the creation of
new works have always been TTP's
priority. TTP has been responsible
for many seminal works that have
become part of Singapore’s
evolving cultural vocabulary and
creative methodology. These works,
which include the monologue The
Coffin is Too Big for The
Hole, the mutti-ingual Mama
Looking For Her Cat,

the powerful L&0 Jiu, and

The Descendants of
The Eunuch Admiral,
have in one way or another broken
new ground in Singapore theatre.

TTP occupies a unique position

in the Singapore cultural life.

Its multi-cultural sensibility reflects
the newly emerging contemporary
Southeast Asian culture while its
eclectic approach to theatre-making
expresses the intense struggle
between tradition and modernity
and the tension between the
assertion of local identity and the
access to and influences from
global cultures. The company also
collaborates regularly with eminent
artists from abroad and has
introduced its repertoire to
international groups from throughout
Asia, the Middle East and Europe.
In Singapore, TTP has been

the only company to be invited to
perform at each Singapore Arts
Festival since 1988.

Apart from its main programme,
TTP has a youth branch called
Student’s Theatre Exposure
Programme (STEP) directed by
Wong May Lan which performs to
students aged between 12 and 18.
This section of the TTP performs
mainly in schools, kindergartens
and community centres.
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TTP would like to thank National Parks
Board, CONDEC Interior Construction,
Gleneagles Hospital Singapore,

the media and all volunteers

for their kind support.




Synopsis

A diverse group of senior citizens
live in a retirement home called
Sunset Rise. They are of
different race, religion and age and
they speak different languages
and dialects.

But the differences between them
go beyond the physical. They vary
in temperament: some accept age
gracefully, some are friendly, some
are quarrelsome and others are
vengeful. They vary in their tastes:
whether in the food they eat or the
clothes they wear. Above all, they
differ in how they view the final
days of their lives: one spends the
entire day putting on make-up;
another serenades himself; one
plays a neverending game of chess;
another is always in search of
someone to listen to stories of the
missed opportunities in her life.

Yet, despite the differences, each
in their own way tries to paint a
colourful chapter of the final leg of
their life's journey. And invariably,
they show that as they come closer
to the end of their individual journeys,
they are more aware that one lives
only once, and every moment is
worth living to its fullest.

DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE
Sunset Rise is inspired by Stan
Lai's The Sky is Red which
in turn, is inspired by a play of the
same title by Lai's mentor, Shireen
Strooker and her Netherlands Work
Theatre. While Sunset Rise is
a collaborative piece distilled from
weeks of improvisation exercises
and discussion, the artistic
responsibility is entirely mine and
mine alone. 1999 has been declared
the “International Year of the Older
Person” by the United Nations. As
such, Sunset Rise is our
dedication to all the elderly. May
the next century bring them more
peace, and more opportunity for
their lives to shine more brilliantly.
— Kuo Pao Kun, playwright and director
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sponsors’

MAJOR SPONSORS

Singapore Tourism Board
OCBC Credit Cards
Singapore Airlines Limited
Singapore Totalisator Board

Raffles City Private Limited and
The Westin Stamford and
Westin Plaza

Lee Foundation

Television Corporation
of Singapore

Singapore MRT Ltd
The Shaw Foundation Pte

Official Airline:

SINGAPORE
AIRLINES

Official Credit Card:

&) ocBC Credit Cards

Official Hotel:

®

THE WESTIN STAMFORD 8 WESTIN PLAZA
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Official Arts Magazine:

arfs

Official Arts Radio:
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N % s Development Canada
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Artistique Traders Hotel, Singapore

Walls Icecream
Zouk Club

Australian High Commission




MILLENNIUM

)




